
The United States "Citizenship, Involvement, Democracy" (CID) Survey

The U.S. CID Survey was conducted in May-July 2005 with a nationally representative sample of Americans, using in-person 
interviews.  These tables provide basic findings on some of the questions from the survey—organized by theme—with the 
overall results as well as breakdowns by gender, education, age group, and ethnicity/race.

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Weighted number of respondents 1001 517 484 475 273 252 367 225 213 155 706 111 124

Note: the race/ethnicity breakdown shows Whites, Blacks, and Hispanics only; Asians and "Other" are not included because they are too small a portion of the sample
Note: column percentages shown below do not always total exactly 100%, due to rounding
Note: the weight used for these results was the variable NATWT

Theme:  Political Views

polintr  How interested would you say you are in politics - are you...? 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Very interested 19 % 14% 24% 10% 24% 29% 13% 17% 27% 24% 21% 18% 13%
Somewhat interested 50 % 52% 48% 50% 51% 51% 57% 47% 48% 44% 50% 45% 48%
Not very interested 20 % 21% 19% 25% 19% 12% 18% 23% 16% 23% 19% 22% 24%
Not at all interested 11 % 13% 9% 15% 7% 8% 11% 13% 8% 10% 10% 15% 15%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 1001 518 483 476 272 252 368 225 213 155 706 111 124
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polcmpl  How often does politics seem so complicated that you can't really understand what is going on? 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Never 7 % 4% 10% 7% 6% 10% 5% 10% 7% 6% 7% 8% 10%
Seldom 24 % 20% 28% 19% 27% 29% 28% 21% 27% 12% 22% 20% 37%
Occasionally 38 % 40% 36% 35% 41% 40% 36% 45% 30% 46% 39% 39% 26%
Regularly 20 % 22% 18% 24% 18% 14% 19% 15% 26% 22% 22% 21% 18%
Frequently 11 % 14% 8% 14% 8% 6% 11% 9% 9% 14% 10% 13% 10%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 1001 517 483 475 273 252 367 225 213 155 706 112 124

pltcare  Do you think that politicians in general care what people like you think?  Would you say...? 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Hardly any care what people like me think 17 % 14% 19% 21% 11% 14% 12% 19% 17% 21% 17% 15% 19%
Very few care 30 % 29% 31% 34% 28% 24% 35% 28% 24% 30% 27% 33% 40%
Some care 40 % 42% 37% 33% 47% 47% 44% 38% 43% 32% 40% 45% 32%
Many care 9 % 10% 8% 9% 10% 10% 8% 9% 12% 12% 11% 6% 8%
Most care what people like me think 4 % 4% 4% 3% 3% 6% 2% 5% 4% 6% 5% 2% 1%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 1001 517 483 475 273 252 367 225 213 155 706 112 124

lrscale  We hear a lot of talk these days about liberals and conservatives. On a 10 pt scale: 0=extremely liberal and 10=extremely conservative. Where do you fall?

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Mean = 5.44 5.28 5.62 5.66 5.48 5.00 5.11 5.73 5.43 5.85 5.59 5.30 4.90
N = 947 493 454 442 262 242 354 216 204 146 675 98 119
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gincdif  Do you agree strongly, agree, are uncertain, disagree, or disagree strongly with...?  The government should take measures to reduce differences in income levels 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 18 % 18% 19% 21% 16% 17% 19% 21% 20% 9% 16% 27% 22%
Agree 44 % 46% 42% 48% 43% 38% 49% 39% 44% 42% 42% 46% 54%
Uncertain 6 % 7% 6% 5% 8% 7% 8% 5% 6% 5% 7% 5% 10%
Disagree 26 % 25% 27% 23% 26% 32% 22% 28% 23% 36% 29% 21% 13%
Disagree Strongly 5 % 4% 7% 3% 7% 7% 2% 7% 7% 7% 6% 1% 2%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 992 512 481 473 268 251 365 225 210 151 699 110 123

freehms  Do you agree strongly, agree, are uncertain, disagree, or disagree strongly with...?  Gay men and lesbians should be free to live their own lives as they wish 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 20 % 21% 18% 15% 19% 30% 25% 17% 20% 11% 20% 12% 24%
Agree 48 % 50% 45% 46% 53% 44% 46% 49% 44% 57% 45% 50% 52%
Uncertain 6 % 6% 7% 5% 6% 9% 6% 7% 8% 3% 5% 8% 10%
Disagree 18 % 15% 21% 22% 15% 12% 14% 18% 22% 20% 20% 19% 9%
Disagree Strongly 8 % 8% 8% 11% 7% 4% 9% 10% 5% 10% 9% 10% 5%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 992 512 481 473 268 251 365 225 210 151 699 110 123

CITPOL  Do you agree strongly, agree, are uncertain, disagree, or disagree strongly with...?  Citizens do not have enough influence in policy decisions 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 17 % 17% 16% 17% 14% 20% 16% 18% 20% 11% 17% 14% 16%
Agree 59 % 60% 58% 63% 59% 52% 59% 59% 55% 64% 58% 65% 60%
Uncertain 6 % 8% 5% 5% 7% 8% 7% 5% 7% 6% 7% 4% 3%
Disagree 16 % 13% 18% 14% 16% 17% 16% 16% 16% 16% 16% 14% 15%
Disagree Strongly 2 % 2% 3% 0% 4% 3% 2% 2% 2% 2% 1% 4% 6%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 992 512 481 473 268 251 365 225 210 151 699 110 123
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FSPCH1  Do you agree strongly, agree, are uncertain, disagree, or disagree strongly with...?  When America is at war, people should not criticize the government 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 13 % 10% 16% 15% 12% 11% 11% 17% 13% 12% 14% 8% 13%
Agree 35 % 38% 31% 41% 34% 24% 35% 36% 30% 36% 35% 38% 35%
Uncertain 6 % 9% 4% 6% 6% 7% 7% 4% 6% 8% 6% 7% 7%
Disagree 35 % 33% 37% 30% 40% 38% 34% 34% 38% 35% 34% 43% 33%
Disagree Strongly 11 % 10% 12% 7% 8% 20% 12% 8% 13% 8% 11% 4% 11%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 992 512 481 473 268 251 365 225 210 151 699 110 123

RICHINF  Do you agree strongly, agree, are uncertain, disagree, or disagree strongly with...?  The rich and powerful people in this country have too much influence on politics 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 33 % 29% 37% 33% 34% 31% 28% 34% 39% 29% 34% 34% 30%
Agree 54 % 57% 50% 55% 54% 51% 54% 54% 51% 59% 53% 56% 48%
Uncertain 4 % 4% 3% 3% 5% 4% 5% 4% 2% 2% 4% 5% 5%
Disagree 8 % 8% 8% 8% 6% 10% 11% 7% 5% 7% 8% 5% 14%
Disagree Strongly 2 % 2% 2% 1% 1% 4% 2% 1% 3% 3% 2% 0% 3%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 992 512 481 473 268 251 365 225 210 151 699 110 123

REP1  Do you agree strongly, agree, are uncertain, disagree, or disagree strongly with...?  It is important for government officials to represent my gender 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 16 % 19% 12% 15% 14% 19% 17% 16% 16% 11% 14% 19% 19%
Agree 62 % 66% 58% 65% 61% 59% 62% 61% 63% 63% 61% 71% 64%
Uncertain 7 % 6% 9% 9% 8% 5% 8% 8% 5% 9% 9% 1% 6%
Disagree 13 % 9% 17% 11% 15% 15% 11% 13% 14% 16% 15% 7% 7%
Disagree Strongly 2 % 1% 3% 0% 3% 3% 2% 2% 1% 2% 1% 2% 5%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 992 512 481 473 268 251 365 225 210 151 699 110 123
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REP2  Do you agree strongly, agree, are uncertain, disagree, or disagree strongly with...?  It is important for government officials to represent my race 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 17 % 17% 17% 19% 16% 12% 17% 17% 18% 13% 14% 28% 28%
Agree 55 % 62% 48% 55% 54% 57% 56% 61% 46% 55% 54% 61% 56%
Uncertain 8 % 7% 9% 8% 6% 9% 9% 5% 9% 10% 9% 3% 4%
Disagree 17 % 13% 21% 16% 20% 16% 16% 15% 23% 19% 21% 8% 6%
Disagree Strongly 3 % 2% 4% 1% 3% 6% 2% 3% 4% 4% 3% 1% 6%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 992 512 481 473 268 251 365 225 210 151 699 110 123

FORPOL1  Do you agree strongly, agree, are uncertain, disagree, or disagree strongly with...?  
If a dictatorship is very dangerous to the world, it is acceptable for democratic governments to use military force to overthrow it 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 9 % 8% 9% 9% 10% 7% 8% 13% 10% 4% 9% 7% 10%
Agree 49 % 49% 49% 54% 45% 43% 49% 50% 48% 51% 49% 48% 48%
Uncertain 12 % 13% 11% 10% 14% 11% 15% 9% 10% 11% 12% 13% 7%
Disagree 22 % 21% 24% 21% 22% 25% 21% 20% 21% 29% 21% 29% 25%
Disagree Strongly 9 % 9% 8% 5% 9% 14% 8% 8% 12% 5% 9% 4% 10%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 992 512 481 473 268 251 365 225 210 151 699 110 123

FORPOL2  Do you agree strongly, agree, are uncertain, disagree, or disagree strongly with...?  The U.S. government should increase foreign aid to poor countries 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 9 % 7% 12% 8% 8% 13% 16% 6% 8% 1% 7% 10% 17%
Agree 38 % 39% 37% 36% 37% 43% 46% 38% 32% 27% 35% 40% 40%
Uncertain 12 % 11% 12% 12% 13% 10% 9% 12% 15% 13% 12% 11% 13%
Disagree 32 % 32% 32% 35% 32% 27% 23% 36% 35% 44% 35% 34% 23%
Disagree Strongly 9 % 11% 7% 9% 10% 7% 7% 9% 9% 15% 11% 5% 6%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 992 512 481 473 268 251 365 225 210 151 699 110 123
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TERROR1  Do you agree strongly, agree, are uncertain, disagree, or disagree strongly with...?  
If it will better protect Americans from terrorism, the government should reintroduce the draft 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 6 % 3% 9% 8% 5% 4% 7% 8% 5% 2% 6% 5% 9%
Agree 40 % 40% 40% 46% 34% 33% 36% 37% 41% 49% 41% 43% 38%
Uncertain 10 % 11% 9% 10% 10% 8% 11% 7% 10% 11% 10% 6% 11%
Disagree 31 % 30% 31% 25% 33% 40% 31% 32% 31% 29% 29% 34% 32%
Disagree Strongly 14 % 16% 12% 11% 19% 14% 16% 16% 13% 9% 14% 12% 10%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 992 512 481 473 268 251 365 225 210 151 699 110 123

TERROR2  Do you agree strongly, agree, are uncertain, disagree, or disagree strongly with...?
The measures that the government has taken since 9/11 have helped me feel safer 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 7 % 5% 9% 9% 6% 4% 9% 8% 5% 5% 7% 4% 9%
Agree 46 % 45% 47% 48% 45% 43% 45% 48% 47% 45% 47% 44% 43%
Uncertain 8 % 9% 8% 9% 7% 9% 8% 7% 10% 8% 8% 12% 6%
Disagree 28 % 29% 27% 25% 32% 31% 27% 29% 28% 28% 27% 31% 34%
Disagree Strongly 10 % 12% 9% 9% 10% 13% 10% 8% 11% 14% 11% 10% 8%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 992 512 481 473 268 251 365 225 210 151 699 110 123

FORPOL3  Do you agree strongly, agree, are uncertain,  disagree, or disagree strongly with...?  The U.S. was justified in going to war with Iraq 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 10 % 8% 12% 9% 10% 11% 11% 11% 10% 6% 11% 3% 12%
Agree 36 % 35% 36% 37% 37% 32% 36% 42% 32% 34% 39% 25% 35%
Uncertain 11 % 13% 9% 11% 12% 10% 13% 9% 9% 12% 10% 16% 8%
Disagree 27 % 28% 27% 30% 25% 24% 25% 26% 29% 34% 24% 41% 27%
Disagree Strongly 16 % 15% 17% 12% 16% 23% 15% 13% 20% 14% 15% 15% 18%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 992 512 481 473 268 251 365 225 210 151 699 110 123
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impsppl  To be a good citizen, how important would you say it is for a person to...?  Support people who are worse off than themselves 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Mean = 7.33 7.43 7.22 7.28 7.27 7.48 7.45 7.30 7.42 7.20 7.23 7.64 7.36
N = 1001 516 482 473 273 252 367 225 212 154 704 111 124

impvote  To be a good citizen, how important would you say it is for a person to...?  Vote in elections 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Mean = 8.22 8.29 8.14 7.90 8.47 8.54 7.98 8.20 8.43 8.73 8.31 8.29 7.59
N = 1000 516 484 474 273 252 367 225 213 154 705 111 124

impoblw  To be a good citizen, how important would you say it is for a person to...?  Always obey laws and regulations 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Mean = 8.64 8.82 8.45 8.67 8.69 8.53 8.48 8.68 8.43 9.32 8.66 8.76 8.64
N = 1000 517 483 475 272 252 367 225 213 154 705 111 124

impopin To be a good citizen, how important would you say it is for a person to...?  Form his or her own opinion, independently of others 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Mean = 8.39 8.40 8.38 8.14 8.66 8.55 8.31 8.27 8.60 8.57 8.47 8.10 8.24
N = 1000 518 483 473 272 252 367 225 212 154 704 111 124
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impavo  To be a good citizen, how important would you say it is for a person to...?  Be active in voluntary organizations 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Mean = 6.27 6.33 6.21 6.08 6.32 6.58 6.52 6.01 6.42 6.12 6.23 6.39 6.58
N = 992 512 480 469 271 251 365 224 209 153 701 110 124

impapol  To be a good citizen, how important would you say it is for a person to...?  Be active in politics 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Mean = 5.73 5.63 5.83 5.40 6.01 6.04 6.07 5.43 5.75 5.51 5.70 6.21 5.42
N = 997 513 484 472 271 252 367 224 212 153 702 111 124

IMPSRVJ  To be a good citizen, how important would you say it is for a person to...?  Serve on a jury if called 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Mean = 8.04 8.03 8.06 7.92 8.19 8.13 7.83 7.87 8.38 8.53 8.22 7.59 7.59
N = 1000 516 484 474 273 252 367 225 213 154 705 111 124

IMPRPCRM  To be a good citizen, how important would you say it is for a person to...?  Report a crime that he or she may have witnessed 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Mean = 8.69 8.71 8.68 8.58 8.83 8.75 8.48 8.83 8.77 9.04 8.85 8.25 8.18
N = 1000 517 484 475 273 252 367 225 213 154 705 111 124

IMPSRVML  To be a good citizen, how important would you say it is for a person to...?  For men to serve in the military when the country is at war 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Mean = 7.47 7.39 7.56 7.89 7.17 7.01 7.23 7.20 7.56 8.41 7.67 6.98 7.24
N = 990 509 481 473 269 247 363 225 207 154 701 111 124
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CORRUPT1  If corruption means the abuse of public office for private gain, in your opinion, how widespread is corruption is in the United States? 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Hardly anyone is involved 2 % 3% 2% 3% 1% 4% 4% 2% 2% 1% 2% 4% 5%
A small number of people are involved 21 % 18% 25% 20% 19% 26% 22% 20% 20% 24% 21% 16% 26%
A moderate number of people are involved 40 % 45% 36% 40% 46% 34% 41% 44% 35% 41% 42% 40% 28%
A lot of people are involved 31 % 32% 30% 31% 30% 32% 28% 29% 36% 33% 31% 35% 35%
Almost everyone is involved 5 % 2% 8% 6% 3% 4% 5% 6% 7% 1% 5% 5% 7%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 967 499 469 452 267 248 360 216 206 147 682 110 120

CORRUPT2  Do you think corruption by public officials in the United States is more widespread than it was a few decades ago, less widespread, or about the same? 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Less widespread 10 % 6% 14% 10% 9% 11% 15% 6% 9% 7% 9% 9% 23%
About the same 42 % 43% 41% 40% 42% 49% 48% 41% 41% 27% 40% 44% 45%
More widespread 48 % 50% 45% 50% 49% 41% 37% 53% 50% 66% 51% 47% 33%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 967 499 469 452 267 248 360 216 206 147 682 110 120

RCTFAIR  Suppose two people - one white and one black - each appeared in court charged with a crime they did not commit. What are their chances of being found guilty? 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

White person more likely to be found guilty 3 % 2% 4% 3% 2% 2% 1% 4% 6% 1% 3% 0% 2%
Both have the same chance 41 % 39% 43% 44% 44% 33% 45% 39% 35% 45% 45% 30% 31%
Black person more likely to be found guilty 56 % 59% 53% 53% 54% 65% 55% 57% 58% 54% 52% 70% 67%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 967 499 469 452 267 248 360 216 206 147 682 110 120
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CCTFAIR  Suppose two people - one rich and one poor - each appeared in court charged with a crime they did not commit. What are their chances of being found guilty? 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Rich person more likely to be found guilty 1 % 1% 1% 1% 0% 3% 0% 2% 2% 1% 1% 3% 0%
Both have the same chance 21 % 23% 19% 23% 20% 20% 22% 21% 17% 23% 20% 20% 20%
Poor person more likely to be found guilty 78 % 76% 79% 77% 80% 78% 78% 77% 81% 75% 79% 77% 80%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 967 499 469 452 267 248 360 216 206 147 682 110 120

MAJOR1  Which statement best describes your preference: For democracy to work best, the will of the majority must be followed 
OR For democracy to work best, the rights of minorities must be protected 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

First 29 % 27% 30% 29% 31% 27% 25% 27% 33% 39% 33% 16% 19%
More first than second 25 % 28% 23% 23% 28% 27% 26% 28% 20% 25% 27% 18% 23%
Can't say 12 % 12% 13% 13% 11% 12% 11% 13% 12% 11% 11% 14% 10%
More second than first 16 % 17% 16% 14% 19% 18% 17% 17% 18% 10% 15% 21% 22%
Second 17 % 16% 18% 22% 11% 15% 20% 16% 17% 15% 14% 31% 27%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 1000 517 483 476 273 252 368 225 213 156 707 111 123

COMPLY  Which statement best describes your preference: People should respect the rules/policies set by the government, even if they disagree with them  
OR When they disagree with the government, people should act according to their own sense of what is right/wrong

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

First 43 % 42% 44% 44% 43% 42% 41% 45% 45% 47% 45% 38% 38%
More first than second 31 % 33% 29% 30% 31% 33% 34% 30% 29% 28% 31% 23% 39%
Can't say 6 % 3% 8% 7% 4% 4% 5% 6% 5% 6% 5% 8% 5%
More second than first 10 % 13% 8% 8% 13% 12% 10% 12% 13% 4% 10% 10% 11%
Second 10 % 9% 11% 11% 9% 9% 10% 8% 9% 14% 8% 21% 7%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 1000 517 483 476 273 252 368 225 213 156 707 111 123
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EQUAL  Which statement best describes your preference: Everybody should have an equal influence on the decisions that affect their lives 
OR People willing to commit time to political issues are more knowledgeable about them and should have more influence 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

First 40 % 38% 42% 41% 42% 38% 38% 42% 43% 39% 41% 39% 39%
More first than second 36 % 37% 35% 36% 31% 40% 39% 33% 34% 33% 34% 31% 45%
Can't say 8 % 9% 6% 9% 8% 6% 8% 7% 7% 11% 8% 7% 5%
More second than first 9 % 9% 9% 7% 13% 10% 10% 11% 8% 8% 9% 11% 9%
Second 7 % 6% 7% 8% 6% 6% 5% 7% 8% 9% 7% 12% 2%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 1000 517 483 476 273 252 368 225 213 156 707 111 123

COMPRO  Which statement best describes your preference: Politics should be about finding a compromise between people with different views 
OR Politics should be about sticking to your convictions, and fighting to implement them 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

First 35 % 35% 35% 34% 39% 33% 36% 33% 38% 33% 34% 28% 35%
More first than second 32 % 35% 29% 31% 32% 34% 35% 36% 24% 34% 33% 29% 38%
Can't say 7 % 6% 8% 7% 5% 9% 7% 6% 9% 7% 6% 10% 7%
More second than first 12 % 11% 12% 11% 13% 12% 10% 13% 12% 12% 12% 11% 14%
Second 14 % 13% 15% 17% 10% 12% 13% 12% 17% 15% 14% 23% 6%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 1000 517 483 476 273 252 368 225 213 156 707 111 123

FREETRAD  Which statement best describes your preference: In order to curb terrorism in this country, it will be necessary to give up some civil liberties
OR We should preserve our freedoms above all, because otherwise the terrorists will win 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

First 13 % 14% 13% 12% 13% 15% 13% 11% 16% 16% 13% 16% 15%
More first than second 21 % 20% 22% 20% 19% 24% 24% 19% 14% 25% 21% 15% 23%
Can't say 10 % 11% 8% 11% 10% 8% 11% 10% 9% 10% 8% 13% 12%
More second than first 22 % 22% 21% 21% 21% 25% 19% 25% 24% 15% 22% 21% 23%
Second 34 % 33% 36% 37% 37% 27% 34% 35% 37% 34% 36% 35% 27%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

Political Views, Page 11 of 26



N = 1000 517 483 476 273 252 368 225 213 156 707 111 123
SLEADER  Which statement best describes your preference: In times of war, America should have a strong leader who unites the country 

OR In times of war, it is as important as ever to be able to disagree about our country's political direction 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

First 35 % 36% 34% 36% 42% 27% 35% 35% 33% 38% 36% 34% 37%
More first than second 28 % 27% 29% 26% 30% 29% 31% 31% 23% 26% 28% 25% 33%
Can't say 10 % 9% 11% 12% 7% 9% 12% 8% 11% 9% 9% 14% 7%
More second than first 14 % 15% 12% 11% 11% 21% 12% 15% 15% 8% 13% 12% 18%
Second 13 % 13% 14% 14% 10% 14% 10% 12% 18% 19% 14% 14% 6%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 1000 517 483 476 273 252 368 225 213 156 707 111 123

HELPMIN  Which statement best describes your preference: The government should make every effort to improve the social and economic position of underrepresented
 minorities  OR The government should not make any special effort to help underrepresented minorities 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

First 40 % 41% 39% 37% 43% 43% 44% 39% 42% 32% 37% 51% 44%
More first than second 31 % 33% 29% 29% 34% 31% 32% 30% 26% 37% 32% 25% 33%
Can't say 12 % 11% 12% 13% 10% 10% 11% 11% 14% 9% 12% 15% 7%
More second than first 10 % 8% 11% 11% 6% 12% 9% 13% 8% 11% 11% 5% 9%
Second 7 % 6% 8% 10% 6% 3% 4% 7% 9% 11% 8% 4% 7%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 1000 517 483 476 273 252 368 225 213 156 707 111 123

ABORT  Which opinion on this page best agrees with your view on the abortion issue? You can just tell me the number of the opinion you choose. 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

By law, abortion should never be permitted 16 % 17% 14% 22% 11% 9% 17% 15% 15% 16% 15% 13% 21%
Only for rape/incest/woman's life in danger 27 % 28% 27% 28% 32% 21% 26% 27% 25% 32% 29% 19% 26%
Only after need has been established 17 % 12% 21% 16% 17% 17% 14% 14% 19% 26% 17% 13% 18%
Always: personal choice matter 40 % 43% 38% 34% 40% 53% 43% 45% 41% 26% 38% 56% 35%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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ABORTS  How important is this issue to you personally? Extremely important, very important, somewhat important, not too important or not at all important? 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Extremely important 22 % 28% 14% 18% 25% 25% 23% 22% 26% 13% 21% 22% 29%
Very important 30 % 32% 27% 31% 26% 30% 33% 27% 25% 32% 29% 28% 41%
Somewhat important 32 % 28% 35% 31% 31% 32% 30% 36% 29% 34% 33% 29% 21%
Not too important 11 % 8% 15% 12% 13% 8% 8% 10% 15% 13% 12% 13% 7%
Not at all important 6 % 4% 8% 7% 5% 5% 7% 4% 6% 8% 6% 7% 2%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
979 509 470 469 267 242 362 220 208 152 694 108 120

GMARRY  Which comes closest to your position? Support full marriage rights for gay and lesbian couples; support gay civil unions or partnerships, but not gay marriage; 
or, do you oppose any legal recognition for gay and lesbian couples? 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Full Marriage Rights 29 % 34% 24% 25% 31% 36% 42% 21% 26% 12% 29% 24% 30%
Civil Unions/Partnerships 26 % 26% 25% 20% 30% 33% 22% 31% 28% 23% 24% 29% 35%
No Legal Recognition 45 % 40% 50% 55% 39% 31% 36% 48% 46% 65% 48% 47% 36%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 946 495 451 442 262 239 351 210 205 142 676 97 118

ORDER1  Society shouldn't have to put up with those who have political ideas that are extremely different from the majority 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 3 % 2% 4% 4% 2% 4% 3% 4% 4% 2% 2% 6% 5%
Agree 27 % 24% 29% 36% 20% 15% 24% 24% 24% 42% 25% 32% 32%
Uncertain 7 % 8% 6% 8% 7% 6% 9% 6% 5% 8% 7% 6% 9%
Disagree 51 % 55% 48% 43% 61% 55% 53% 55% 50% 42% 53% 50% 41%
Disagree Strongly 12 % 11% 12% 8% 9% 20% 10% 11% 18% 6% 12% 6% 13%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
985 507 478 466 270 249 361 221 211 152 697 111 122
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ORDER2  It is better to live in an orderly society than to allow people so much freedom that they can become disruptive 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 5 % 4% 5% 6% 5% 4% 4% 7% 4% 5% 4% 4% 6%
Agree 47 % 49% 44% 52% 50% 34% 47% 44% 47% 59% 48% 53% 39%
Uncertain 7 % 7% 7% 7% 6% 8% 7% 8% 3% 10% 7% 11% 7%
Disagree 33 % 34% 33% 30% 32% 42% 35% 35% 37% 22% 33% 29% 33%
Disagree Strongly 8 % 5% 10% 5% 8% 13% 8% 6% 8% 5% 8% 4% 14%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
985 507 478 466 270 249 361 221 211 152 697 111 122

RLAW1  It is not necessary to obey a law you consider unjust 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 3 % 2% 4% 4% 3% 1% 4% 3% 2% 0% 1% 1% 10%
Agree 13 % 13% 13% 15% 9% 14% 16% 9% 18% 6% 12% 18% 11%
Uncertain 4 % 4% 5% 4% 5% 4% 5% 4% 5% 3% 4% 5% 6%
Disagree 59 % 59% 60% 57% 65% 58% 57% 64% 56% 59% 57% 65% 63%
Disagree Strongly 21 % 22% 19% 21% 18% 23% 18% 21% 19% 31% 25% 11% 10%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
985 507 478 466 270 249 361 221 211 152 697 111 122

RLAW2  Sometimes it might be better to ignore the law and solve problems immediately rather than wait for a legal solution 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 2 % 2% 2% 3% 1% 1% 2% 3% 1% 1% 1% 3% 7%
Agree 22 % 18% 25% 23% 19% 21% 27% 16% 22% 18% 22% 14% 23%
Uncertain 6 % 7% 5% 4% 7% 9% 7% 5% 8% 4% 6% 9% 3%
Disagree 53 % 56% 50% 54% 57% 47% 48% 55% 55% 58% 54% 60% 50%
Disagree Strongly 17 % 17% 18% 15% 15% 22% 16% 21% 14% 19% 17% 15% 17%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
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985 507 478 466 270 249 361 221 211 152 697 111 122

XENO1  It is usually easy for me to like people who have different values from me 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 7 % 8% 5% 6% 8% 6% 10% 7% 3% 3% 5% 5% 15%
Agree 60 % 59% 61% 56% 61% 66% 64% 57% 59% 62% 62% 52% 48%
Uncertain 7 % 6% 8% 6% 7% 10% 6% 6% 8% 7% 7% 9% 9%
Disagree 24 % 25% 24% 30% 22% 17% 19% 26% 29% 25% 24% 32% 25%
Disagree Strongly 2 % 2% 2% 2% 1% 2% 1% 3% 1% 3% 1% 2% 2%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
985 507 478 466 270 249 361 221 211 152 697 111 122

XENO2  Listening to opposing viewpoints is usually a waste of time 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 2 % 2% 2% 3% 1% 1% 1% 3% 4% 1% 2% 3% 5%
Agree 15 % 14% 15% 20% 9% 10% 14% 12% 11% 23% 14% 16% 16%
Uncertain 6 % 8% 5% 8% 4% 6% 8% 6% 4% 5% 5% 7% 11%
Disagree 66 % 67% 65% 60% 75% 68% 62% 70% 70% 65% 68% 66% 53%
Disagree Strongly 11 % 9% 13% 9% 10% 16% 15% 9% 11% 7% 11% 8% 15%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
985 507 478 466 270 249 361 221 211 152 697 111 122

ORDER3  Free speech is just not worth it if it means that we have to put up with the danger to society of extremist political views 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 2 % 2% 2% 3% 1% 1% 2% 1% 2% 2% 2% 5% 1%
Agree 19 % 16% 23% 25% 13% 15% 16% 21% 22% 23% 18% 21% 25%
Uncertain 7 % 8% 5% 9% 4% 6% 7% 7% 7% 7% 7% 6% 5%
Disagree 56 % 60% 51% 52% 66% 52% 56% 57% 51% 56% 56% 59% 50%
Disagree Strongly 16 % 14% 19% 11% 16% 26% 18% 14% 18% 12% 17% 9% 20%
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Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
985 507 478 466 270 249 361 221 211 152 697 111 122

RLAW4  The government should have some ability to bend the law in order to solve pressing social and political problems 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 3 % 3% 4% 3% 3% 2% 4% 4% 2% 1% 2% 6% 11%
Agree 32 % 34% 29% 36% 29% 27% 34% 30% 29% 34% 30% 41% 31%
Uncertain 9 % 10% 9% 10% 7% 11% 10% 6% 9% 10% 10% 9% 7%
Disagree 45 % 44% 46% 43% 48% 45% 41% 50% 46% 47% 46% 36% 45%
Disagree Strongly 11 % 10% 13% 8% 13% 14% 10% 11% 14% 9% 12% 7% 6%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
985 507 478 466 270 249 361 221 211 152 697 111 122

RLAW7  It is not necessary to obey the laws of a government that I did not vote for 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 1 % 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 1% 0% 0% 1% 2% 2%
Agree 6 % 4% 9% 10% 3% 3% 7% 7% 5% 5% 6% 9% 7%
Uncertain 2 % 3% 2% 4% 1% 2% 3% 2% 3% 1% 2% 5% 2%
Disagree 63 % 66% 60% 63% 66% 62% 67% 62% 64% 56% 62% 69% 65%
Disagree Strongly 27 % 26% 27% 22% 29% 33% 22% 28% 27% 37% 30% 14% 23%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
985 507 478 466 270 249 361 221 211 152 697 111 122

XENO4  I generally don't like people who have different ideas from me 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 0 % 1% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 2% 0%
Agree 9 % 9% 10% 14% 6% 4% 7% 13% 8% 10% 9% 13% 13%
Uncertain 4 % 4% 4% 4% 3% 4% 3% 5% 5% 4% 4% 3% 6%
Disagree 70 % 72% 68% 67% 75% 72% 73% 66% 72% 71% 73% 67% 60%
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Disagree Strongly 16 % 14% 18% 14% 15% 20% 17% 15% 16% 15% 14% 15% 21%
Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

985 507 478 466 270 249 361 221 211 152 697 111 122
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CHILDA1  In preparing children for life, it is extremely important that they learn to think for themselves 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 40 % 42% 38% 34% 40% 52% 35% 43% 44% 41% 42% 38% 30%
Agree 55 % 52% 57% 60% 57% 42% 60% 52% 48% 55% 53% 57% 59%
Uncertain 2 % 2% 2% 2% 1% 2% 2% 1% 3% 1% 1% 1% 7%
Disagree 3 % 3% 3% 4% 1% 2% 2% 3% 4% 3% 3% 4% 4%
Disagree Strongly 1 % 1% 0% 0% 1% 1% 1% 1% 0% 1% 1% 0% 1%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
985 507 478 466 270 249 361 221 211 152 697 111 122

FSPCH2  We are all better off if everyone is free to speak their mind in politics, even if some of things people say are obnoxious and offensive 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 16 % 12% 20% 14% 14% 21% 17% 15% 20% 8% 16% 11% 20%
Agree 63 % 64% 63% 61% 67% 62% 64% 67% 55% 70% 65% 59% 52%
Uncertain 6 % 6% 5% 7% 5% 5% 5% 4% 8% 6% 6% 8% 5%
Disagree 14 % 16% 11% 16% 13% 9% 11% 12% 16% 16% 12% 19% 20%
Disagree Strongly 2 % 3% 1% 2% 1% 3% 2% 2% 2% 0% 1% 4% 3%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
985 507 478 466 270 249 361 221 211 152 697 111 122

OPLEAD  How often do other people ask your opinions about political matters? Would you say...? 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Very Often 7 % 4% 6% 4% 6% 15% 6% 8% 10% 4% 7% 9% 9%
Only Sometimes 36 % 29% 39% 29% 39% 48% 42% 33% 40% 26% 38% 34% 27%
Hardly Ever 56 % 67% 54% 67% 54% 36% 52% 58% 49% 69% 55% 56% 64%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
1001 518 483 475 273 253 367 225 213 154 707 111 124
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FREE  Which of these views is closest to your own? People in this country feel free to say what they think

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

All people feel as free as they used to 42 % 43% 42% 41% 42% 44% 42% 45% 38% 45% 42% 38% 45%
Some don't feel as free as they used to 45 % 48% 43% 43% 49% 46% 44% 44% 51% 44% 48% 46% 31%
Hardly anybody feels as free as they used to 10 % 8% 12% 12% 7% 9% 12% 9% 7% 8% 8% 15% 20%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
1001 518 483 475 273 253 367 225 213 154 707 111 124

FREECARE  Is this something you have thought about lately a great deal, a fair amount, just a little, or hardly at all? 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

A great deal 8 % 7% 10% 8% 7% 10% 8% 8% 10% 8% 8% 12% 3%
A fair amount 19 % 20% 18% 15% 22% 23% 22% 20% 19% 10% 18% 19% 20%
Just a little 28 % 28% 28% 27% 31% 27% 34% 21% 25% 28% 26% 36% 32%
Hardly at all 44 % 44% 43% 48% 40% 38% 36% 49% 44% 54% 47% 33% 46%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
1001 518 483 475 273 253 367 225 213 154 707 111 124

MEFREE  What about you personally? Do you or don't you feel as free to speak your mind as you used to? 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Yes, as free 75 % 75% 75% 73% 74% 79% 76% 75% 75% 75% 75% 76% 73%
No, less free 24 % 24% 24% 25% 25% 20% 23% 24% 23% 25% 24% 23% 24%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
1001 518 483 475 273 253 367 225 213 154 707 111 124
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MEBOTHER  How do you feel about this? Does it bother you: a great deal, a little, or hardly at all? 
Note: percentages are for respondents answering "No, less free" to MEFREE

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

A great deal 27 % 26% 26% 21% 28% 35% 25% 27% 33% 19% 25% 27% 27%
A little 45 % 45% 43% 43% 49% 41% 43% 46% 43% 38% 43% 27% 55%
Hardly at all 27 % 28% 26% 33% 20% 22% 28% 23% 20% 38% 26% 42% 15%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
251 130 121 126 71 54 88 56 54 37 178 26 33

SCELECT  Some judges in the U.S. are elected; others are appointed to the bench. Which of these two choices applies to Supreme Court justices? 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Appointed to the Bench [correct answer] 66 % 62% 70% 50% 73% 88% 56% 65% 71% 81% 69% 57% 51%
Elected [incorrect answer] 14 % 14% 15% 21% 10% 5% 18% 14% 12% 8% 13% 19% 23%
Don't Know 20 % 24% 16% 29% 16% 7% 26% 20% 17% 10% 18% 24% 26%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
990 513 477 471 267 250 360 222 212 155 698 108 125

SCLIFE  Some judges in the U.S. serve for a set number of years; others serve a life term. Which of these two choices applies to Supreme Court justices?

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Life Term [correct answer] 61 % 58% 64% 45% 65% 85% 51% 64% 66% 74% 64% 51% 49%
Set Number of Years [incorrect answer] 19 % 20% 18% 24% 20% 9% 26% 16% 17% 10% 17% 22% 27%
Don't Know 20 % 22% 18% 31% 15% 6% 23% 20% 17% 16% 19% 26% 23%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
990 513 477 471 267 250 360 222 212 155 698 108 125
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SCJR  Who has the last say when there is a conflict over the meaning of the Constitution - the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Congress, or the President?

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

U.S. Supreme Court [correct answer] 57 % 52% 63% 45% 61% 77% 52% 57% 60% 66% 62% 45% 38%
U.S. Congress [incorrect answer] 14 12% 17% 17% 15% 9% 18% 14% 13% 10% 12% 17% 26%
President [incorrect answer] 12 % 15% 9% 17% 9% 6% 12% 12% 12% 10% 12% 15% 19%
Don't Know 16 % 21% 12% 21% 15% 8% 18% 17% 15% 15% 14% 23% 17%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
990 513 477 471 267 250 360 222 212 155 698 108 125

KHOUSE  Do you happen to know which party has the most members in the House of Representatives in Washington DC? 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Republican Party [correct answer] 70 % 65% 75% 60% 73% 86% 63% 68% 76% 80% 73% 56% 65%
Democratic Party [incorrect answer] 5 % 6% 5% 6% 6% 3% 6% 6% 4% 3% 5% 9% 6%
Don't Know 25 % 29% 20% 35% 21% 11% 31% 26% 20% 17% 22% 35% 29%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
990 513 477 471 267 250 360 222 212 155 698 108 125

SCSUP1  Do you agree with the following: If the U.S. Supreme Court started making a lot of decisions that most people disagree with, it might be better to do away with 
the Supreme Court altogether 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 3 % 2% 4% 4% 1% 2% 2% 4% 1% 5% 2% 6% 2%
Agree 16 % 15% 16% 21% 12% 9% 18% 13% 14% 12% 12% 29% 26%
Uncertain 11 % 13% 10% 15% 11% 7% 11% 11% 11% 9% 10% 14% 15%
Disagree 53 % 54% 51% 50% 58% 54% 53% 55% 51% 57% 56% 48% 41%
Disagree Strongly 17 % 16% 19% 10% 18% 28% 15% 18% 22% 18% 20% 4% 16%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
985 507 478 466 270 249 361 221 211 152 697 111 122
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SCSUP2  Do you agree with the following: The right of the Supreme Court to decide certain types of controversial issues should be reduced 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 3 % 2% 5% 5% 1% 1% 4% 4% 1% 1% 2% 4% 7%
Agree 30 % 27% 33% 34% 29% 23% 30% 31% 27% 32% 30% 38% 25%
Uncertain 14 % 18% 10% 15% 16% 13% 15% 12% 14% 13% 13% 22% 14%
Disagree 45 % 46% 43% 41% 47% 49% 46% 44% 47% 43% 46% 32% 51%
Disagree Strongly 8 % 6% 9% 5% 7% 14% 5% 9% 11% 10% 9% 4% 3%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
985 507 478 466 270 249 361 221 211 152 697 111 122

SCSUP3  Do you agree with the following: The Supreme Court can usually be trusted to make decisions that are right for the country as a whole 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Agree Strongly 8 % 8% 8% 8% 7% 7% 5% 9% 7% 12% 8% 6% 11%
Agree 59 % 60% 57% 58% 59% 60% 60% 58% 59% 58% 63% 49% 43%
Uncertain 15 % 15% 14% 14% 14% 18% 14% 16% 14% 13% 13% 20% 17%
Disagree 17 % 16% 18% 18% 20% 14% 18% 16% 17% 16% 15% 24% 27%
Disagree Strongly 2 % 1% 3% 3% 1% 1% 2% 2% 2% 1% 1% 1% 2%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
985 507 478 466 270 249 361 221 211 152 697 111 122

ALLOW1  Suppose you felt very strongly that something the government was doing was very wrong. Do you think the government would allow you to... 
Make a speech in public criticizing the actions of the government? 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Definitely allow 23 % 19% 28% 17% 20% 40% 22% 24% 33% 18% 25% 11% 18%
Probably allow 46 % 49% 42% 44% 51% 43% 45% 47% 37% 51% 47% 40% 49%
Probably not allow 23 % 23% 23% 28% 23% 15% 21% 22% 25% 27% 22% 35% 19%
Definitely not allow 8 % 9% 6% 12% 6% 3% 12% 7% 4% 5% 6% 14% 15%
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Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
985 507 478 466 270 249 361 221 211 152 697 111 122
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ALLOW2  Suppose you felt very strongly that something the government was doing was very wrong. Do you think the government would allow you to... 
Organize public meetings to oppose the government? 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Definitely allow 17 % 15% 20% 12% 16% 29% 15% 19% 25% 14% 19% 8% 12%
Probably allow 42 % 44% 40% 35% 49% 47% 44% 46% 37% 36% 41% 41% 44%
Probably not allow 29 % 30% 28% 39% 24% 16% 27% 23% 28% 41% 31% 33% 19%
Definitely not allow 12 % 12% 12% 14% 11% 8% 14% 11% 9% 8% 8% 17% 25%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
985 507 478 466 270 249 361 221 211 152 697 111 122

ALLOW3  Suppose you felt very strongly that something the government was doing was very wrong. Do you think the government would allow you to... 
Organize protest marches and demonstrations to oppose the actions of the government? 

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Definitely allow 21 % 18% 24% 15% 20% 33% 18% 25% 25% 18% 22% 12% 20%
Probably allow 46 % 46% 46% 42% 53% 47% 49% 43% 44% 44% 48% 44% 41%
Probably not allow 26 % 28% 23% 32% 20% 19% 24% 24% 26% 31% 25% 31% 26%
Definitely not allow 7 % 8% 7% 10% 7% 2% 9% 8% 4% 7% 6% 13% 13%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
985 507 478 466 270 249 361 221 211 152 697 111 122
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dscrgrp  Would you describe yourself as being a member of a group that is discriminated against in this country?

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Yes 23 % 23% 23% 21% 22% 28% 25% 24% 23% 12% 17% 45% 32%
No 77 % 77% 77% 79% 78% 72% 75% 76% 77% 88% 83% 55% 68%

Total = 100 % 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
N = 992 515 476 471 270 250 364 225 209 154 702 110 122

On what grounds is your group discriminated against?
Note: Multiple responses allowed; the figures below indicate the percent of all respondents who selected each option

Total Gender Education Age Group Ethnicity/Race
Female Male ≤ High School Some College College Degree + 18-34 35-49 50-64 65+ White Black Hispanic

Color or Race 12 % 9% 14% 12% 11% 11% 12% 14% 11% 6% 5% 41% 15%
Nationality 3 % 2% 4% 3% 2% 5% 4% 3% 3% 0% 2% 3% 14%
Religion 4 % 4% 4% 2% 5% 6% 4% 5% 5% 1% 4% 4% 2%
Language 1 % 0% 2% 2% 1% 1% 2% 2% 0% 0% 0% 1% 6%
Ethnicity 5 % 4% 5% 4% 4% 7% 7% 4% 2% 1% 1% 8% 12%
Age 5 % 6% 4% 4% 4% 9% 5% 5% 5% 4% 4% 12% 4%
Gender 7 % 11% 2% 4% 4% 15% 8% 6% 6% 3% 5% 9% 5%
Sexuality 2 % 1% 4% 1% 1% 5% 4% 2% 1% 0% 1% 2% 5%
Disability 1 % 1% 1% 1% 1% 2% 1% 2% 1% 0% 2% 2% 0%
Other 2 % 1% 2% 2% 2% 1% 2% 2% 1% 1% 1% 0% 1%

Total = 42 % 39% 44% 33% 36% 63% 48% 46% 36% 15% 25% 81% 64%
N = 1001 517 484 476 273 252 367 225 213 155 706 111 124
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